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1IPOJIOr

— Kax sxe maBHO MBI He BUIeIUCh, Biaagpikal Ix, neia,
nena... 3abbIBaeM CTapbIX JAPY3eii...

— Hy uro b1, Bacsen. IIpocto Tak cloKuIMCh 006-
CTOSATENBCTBA. — MYy KYMHBI OOMEHSITTICH KPETTKUM PYKO-
noKaTueM.

— YTOo-TO THI HEBAKHO BBITISAINIID, /lesman. UTo ¢ To-
60i1? — MoJI0I0ll PyCOBOJIOCHIN MY KUMHA, HAXMYPHB T'y-
cThie GPOBY, BHUMATEIbHO Pa3TJIsi/IbIBAJI CTOSIIIIETO TTEPe]l
coboii sipyra.

— Bce nopmanbho. He Gecriokoiics. [laBait sydrire
npucsiieM. — IV ero TeMHOBOJIOCHII coOeceHUK OCTO-
POSKHO TIPUCEST HAa CTBOJI TOBAJIEHHOTO JlepeBa.

OHu ysKe TOBOJIBHO TaBHO U30PaJi MECTOM JIJIsST Taii-
HBIX BCTPEY 3Ty HeOOJIBIIYIO MOJISTHY B CAMOiT IyIIe Jieca,
KaK pa3 Ha IpaHuIle MEXIy 3eMJIMU 0OOPOTHEI U BbI-
CIIIUX.

— Jlesman, yto Takoe? ThI CTpaHHO BBITJIAAWUIIL U
CTPaHHO... TTAXHEIIIb.

— IIpocTo Moii cbiH yOUBaeT MeHst, — yJIbI0asiCh, OTBe-
T Buoragpika Beicimnx /lenman.

— Yro? — Buacsien cockouna ¢ OpeBHa, Ha KOTOPOe
TOJIBKO 4TO ycesicst. — Kak? U Thl Tak CIOKOiTHO 06 9TOM
TOBOPUIIIH?

— Jlpyr Moii, iporiry Tebst, ycrokoiicst. — Jlesma moii-
MaJl €ro 3a PyKy ¥ HOTSIHYJI Hasan Ha OpeBHO. — Harra
ApyKOA TUTCS yoKe CIAUMTKOM MHOTO CTOJIETHIA, TIO9TOMY
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THI IOJIKEH TTOHSATH, YTO €CJIN 5 ATO IOMyCcKato, 3HAUMT, S
TaK X0uy.

— Her, [lenuan, g He Mory noHsTh tebs. Ilocaentee
BpeMs ThI CTaJI KAaKUM-TO CTPAHHBIM U Y€PECUYpP CKPBIT-
HbIM. ThI 60JIbIIIE He YIIbIOAeIbest, U ¢ TOOOI CTajIo TSKe-
JIO 001IIaThCS.

— Ecomm tebe Tak TAxkKes10, TO S MOy 0CBOOOIUTH Tebs
ot aroil Tskectr. [lo kpaiiHeit Mepe, X0Ts1 ObI 9TO MOKa
ere B Moux cuiax. — U Jlenuan nmogHsiics ¢ GpeBHa, Ha-
MepeBasich yITH.

— Ilonoskau, Thl MeHsT HelpaBUJIbHO TOHI. — Biac-
JIeH BCKOUMJI M CXBAaTWJI €T0 32 PYKY, TIbITasICh yuep-
’Katbh. — S He 9TO MMen B BuAy. Ho Kax jke Tak cirydmnsiocs,
YTO TBOH CHIH...

— Bauuii ciiut u Bugut cebst Biazgpikoit. [irymbrii... ka-
KO ke OH TJIYTIbIil...

— Tol Tak gymaemb? — Buiacsen, nonss, uto [lenuan
repeyMaJt yXOAuTh, CHOBA TIPUCe]T Ha OPEBHO ¥ 3a/lyMaJi-
cs1. — S OB He cKasasl, YTO OH TJIYII, €CJIN HaIlles Croco0
orpaBuTh T€OS. S BeIb IPaBUILHO ITOHSL, OH YeM-TO TeOst
tpaBuT? OT Tebs MCXOAUT KAKOI-TO 3HAKOMBIII 3aI1aX, TO-
JIbKO BOT I HUKAK HE MOTY BCIIOMHUTD, YTO 3TO.

— Tw1 oboporenn, Tebe BugHee. Ho 3naelb, 910 U K
JIy4Iemy.

— O yemM TBI TOBOPUIITL? — UCKPEHHe yauBuiica Biac-
JIEH.

— Bce aTu rosibl g TPOCTO 3K/1aJ1, KOT/Ia MOM ChIH BbIpac-
TET W OKperHeT. 1 Xxorea yOeauThest, 4TO MPeuyBCTBUS
MeHs He 0OMaHbIBaloT. KoHeuHo, sl MOT YITH eliie T1apy jie-
CSTKOB JIET Ha3ajl.

— He nonnmaro, HU4ero He IOHUMAal0, — CHOBA IIOBTO-
pus Biacien. O60poTeHb COCKOYMII ¢ OPEeBHA U IIPHUCET
niepen /lermanom Ha KoJleHW, BHUMATEIbHO TS/ Ha IPY -
ra. OH Bu/ies1, Kak CUJIbHO OCYHYJIOCH KOT/Ia-TO camoe Kpa-
cuBoe sintio Teppraca, Kak MOTyXJIM TJia3a BeJIMKOro Bira-
TIBIKY W HACJIeTHIKA MMIIEPATOPa, YyYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO JKM3HD
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MMOTUXOHBKY, KaIlJIg 3a KallJei, OCTaBsIeT 9TO njealbHoe
Teso. /lesman ycras sKUTh U Teriepb rOTOB, KaK HUKTO JIPY -
roif, TOKUHYTh 9TOT MUP, U MOKUHYTh €r0 HaBcer/ia, 6e3-
Bo3BpatHo. Cepjite 060poTHST cKamoch. Biaasika ObLT
€To JIPYTOM Ha TIPOTSKEHUU MHOTUX CTOJIETUT, €T0 eJI1H-
CTBEHHBIM Apyrom. — U Bce-Taku, 4T0O CIIy9niocs?

— A npumen B mocnennuii pa3. — [lesman coxxan pyky
000pOTHSI, JIeKaBINyo Ha ero KoseHe. — He nmepebuBaii.
51 xouy moBearh Tebe 0 TOM, O YeM He 3HAeT HU OJIHA JKH-
Bast aymia Ha Teppuace. 1 pacckasbiBaio Tebe 9TO TOJBKO
MOTOMY, YTO, BO3MOKHO, MOEMY CBIHY HYsKHA Oy/IeT TBOSI
nojiiepKKa, moaueps:kka [Topeauresnst 000pOTHE.

— Hebeca, /lemmaHn, 0 4eMm ThI TOBOPHUIID?!

— Buacsien, apyr Moii, oiiMu MeHs1 U nipocTu. Bos-
MOJKHO, 51 CBJINBAIO HA TBOU, IIYCTh U KPETIKue, TIJIeY He-
MTOCUJTBHYIO HOIITY.

— JlaBaii s1 cam perny, HACKOJIBKO 3Ta HOIIA HETIOCU-
JIbHA.

— ¥Y3naio craporo apyra. Caguch psiioM, pasroBop Oy-
net nojarum. Jla v cMOTpeThb Ha TBO€ JIUTIO g He Mory. — [le-
JIMaH 3alPOKWHYJ TOJOBY M 3aKphLT r1a3a. — Kak ke g
yCTaJl.

— Ycran... — npoutentan Buacaen. — [lesman, s ciy-
maio Tebsi.

— To1 3Haerb, 4TO 51 Po/IHOIM ChIH UMIlepaTopa Hupua-
Ha? — He OTKpbIBad a3, cnpocui /leqman y apyra.

— Hy xonunu Takue ciyxu. 3HaYUT, 3TO TIpaBia, — He
CIIpAIINBAJL, & CKOpee YTBEPsKIaa 000POTEHb.

— Jla, st Bcerga GbLI cCaMbIM CUJIBHBIM U3 TIPaBUTEIEH
TpPeX pac He MOTOMY, YTO TaKOBa IMPUPOJIA BBICIIUX, KaK
BCET/Ia CYNTAIN HUBIIKE. ITO BCE U3-32 KPOBU U CUJIbI M-
neparopa BO MHe.

— A rak u grymas. — BiaciieH niepeceJi psiMo Ha TPaBy
pasoM ¢ 6peBHOM, 00JIOKOTUBIIKCH 00 Hero cruHoi. OH
TOK€ He MOT OOJTbIIIE CMOTPETH Ha TAKOE POTHOE JIUTIO CTa-
poro Jpyra, KOTopoe yske oMpadyusia nedatb cMeptu. [le-
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JINAH CKOPO HaBCeT/[a MCUe3HET U3 3TOTO MUPA, NCIE3HET
U3 €ro JKU3HM.

— Tak BoT, cienylomuM Buazblkoil BbICIINX IOCJIE
MEHSI CTaHeT MOU ChIH.

— Kotopsrit u3 1Byx?

— U3 tpex, Baacsien, us3 tpex, — ckasan /leauan, u Ha
ero 6J1eTHBIX TyOax MOsIBUJIACH TEILTast IACKOBast yJIbIOKA.

— YTO THI XOUEIIIb TUM CKa3aTh? — MEJIJIEHHO ITPOU3-
Hee 000POTEHb.

— Y MeHs ecTb ellle O/InH CbIH KpoMe Basnus u Potana.

— Eme omun? Korpa? Otkyna? Kro?

— CxoJmbko BorpocoB. Ho maBaii st pacckaxy tebe Bce
110 MOPSI/IKY.

— 41 caymaio tebst, [lenna.

— Tl emrie He HaIes CBOIO €IMHCTBEHHYIO, U Tebe He
MOHSATD, KaK 9TO, KOT/IA OTOHb MCTUHHOTO TOPUT B TBOEH
AyIIe, a Thl He MOJKEITb €r0 yTOMuTh. — Jlesman mogHsia
PYKY, 4TOOBI OCTAHOBUTH TOTOBBIN copBaThest ¢ ryd Birac-
JieHa BoIpoc. — PyaH He Obliia MOeil HCTUHHOM, XOTSI Mbl
CTOJIBKO JIeT TIPOKUJIM BMeCTe U, KaK HU CTPaHHO, Y HaC
porumuch netu. Ho auimb HaMHOTO T03Ke 5T y3HAM, 4TO
MOUM HACJIETHUKOM MOKET OBITh TOJBKO PEOEHOK, POK-
JIEHHBIN UICTUHHON. JTO Hallla y4acTh U IJIaTa 32 MOTYIIe-
crBo. C Jleapoii y Hac Gbljia TOJIBKO OJIHA HOYb, KOTOPYIO 1
TaK U He CMOT 3a0bITh JIasKe CITYCTST IECATKHM JIET.

— Ho pa3sse 1iocjie HOUU ¢ UCTUHHO...

— Jlaxe 3Hast 3TO, s COTJIACUIICST Ha €€ TPOChOYy.

— ITouemy? — B rosioce Biaciena we 6b110 ocysx/ie-
HUs, TOJBKO TPYCTh M COCTPajlaHne, U, BO3MOKHO, XOPO-
ITI0 CKPBITAs KAJIOCTh K CBOEMY HEKOT/Ia CUJIIBHOMY 1 CBO-
GOTHOMY JIPYTY.

— He emor iporuBocTostTh cobasiy. OHa mpuiiia Ko
MHe cama. Y HUX ¢ ee HCTHHHBIM HUKyIycoM He ObLIIO jie-
Tell Ha MPOTSKeHUU MHOTUX JieT. OHU He 3HAJIU TToYeMy.
Korzma oxa oObsicHUIa MHE TTPUYMHY CBOETO MPUXO0Ja U
U3JI0JKIJIa CBOIO TIPOCHhOY, 04apoBaTEIbHO KPACHESI, s He
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MOT TTOBEPUTH CBOEMY CYacTbhio. Tor/a 51 v TIOHAJ, YTO OHA
He MOTJIa UMETb JIeTell, TOKa He TIOJaPUT 9TOMY MUPY MOe-
ro Haciennuka. U 3naemts, — /leman OTKpBLI r71a3a u B
MEePBBI pa3 32 BpPeMs BCETO PAa3roBOpa IOCMOTPEN Ha
Buiaciena, — 3a Bce 9TU TOIbI 51 HU pa3y He TOXKAJe, 4TO
TOT/Ia COTJIACHJICSI M TIPOBeJI ¢ Heil Ty Houb. OHa poausia
Xesmyca. Moero cbiHa u HacseauKa. byaymero Baajibi-
KY BBICIITUX.

— Ho Tb1 yBepeH, 4TO IMEHHO OH... Be/lb, HACKOJIBKO 5
MIOMHIO, Y HUX €CTh €IIle OJIUH ChIH.

— /la, mozxe ona poxuia Illupona, Ho ToBKO Xen-
yC — MO CBIH.

— Tbi yBepeH, 4To UMEHHO OH Oy/Ier...

— Tho1 coBcem He ciarymias MeHsI. TOJIBKO OH U MOKET
6bITH MOMM HaceHUKOM. ChIH OT HCTUHHON — 210 Xe-
amyc. [loaTomy, korza mpuzieT Moe BpeMsi 1 g YLy, moMo-
' MOEMY CBIHY ¥ MIOJJIEP:KY eTo jeTeit. J{iist Becex aTo Oy-
et OoJbIION HEeOKUJAHHOCTBIO, OCOOEHHO IJI MOUX
CTapIInX ChIHOBEIL. 1 OUeHb HaeCh Ha Tebsl.

— Jlenmamn, Hebeca, 4To THI Hazean?!

— TIpoctu, 4TO CBAJINT BCe 9TO Ha TeOsI.

— JlesmaH, st He 06 arom! KoHeuHO ke st TOMOTY TBOe-
MY CBIHY, HO g He TTOHMMAIO...

— Jleapa y:ke ymuia u3 aToro Mupa, 1 yiijaa HaBcer/a.
Ona oTkazaach OT MepeposK/AeHUs, TOCAe0BaB 3a CBO-
UM UCTHHHBIM. BoT 1 MHe mopa. I sk, moka ObLia K1uBa
oHa. bospiie MHe Heuero 37ech nenatnb. [Ipoctn, Biac-
sieH. 51 pax u 6iarogapes Tebe 3a TO, 4TO BCE ITU TOBI Th
611 MOUM JIpyToM. [T0aTOMY ITPOCTO TIPOCTH MEHST U, TIPO-
1y, COXPAHU MOIO TaliHY...

Buazpika TsKesno mogHsics ¢ GpeBHa U, TOCMOTPEB Ha
HMPUTUXIIETO JPYTA, IPOTIHYJ MY PYKY:

— IIpomaii.

Biacien cxBatusi HEKOT/Ia KPENKYIO M CUJIbHYIO Jia-
noHb. Bblta OB €T0 BOJISI — OH HU 32 YTO ObI He TI03BOJIHLI
eMy yiiTu, He gas Obl MOKUHYTH 5T0T Mup. Ho Biagbika
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ysKe IpuHsLI penrenne. Kperko noxas apyry pyky, Biac-
jeH otimycTua [lenunana.

Biazipika BBICIINX McY€e3, OCTaBUB Biacjiena Haegume
C TOPbKUMM MBICIAMU U mepekuBanusgMu. O6opoTeHb
BCTaJI M ME/IJIEHHO OOPeJI B CTOPOHY CBOUX BJIAICHUIA, He
OIJIA/IbIBASICH, HUYETO He BU/S U He CJIbIIIA. DTy TallHy OH
yHeceT ¢ coboit. Kpome mebeuyimumx mrutl, Ge10CHeKHBIX
006JIaKOB, BBICOKHUX JIEPEBbEB U IIPSIHON TPaBbl y X pasro-
BOpa He ObLI0 cBujereneil. Vian Obuim?



IJIABA 1

— Craypyc, 1 Ky/ia 3TO Thl HAC 3aTaIuI?

Poxkep, na 1 Bce octasibHble ¢ UHTEPECOM U OIACKOM
KPYTHUJIN TOJIOBAMU, TIBITASICh OTJISI/IETHCS, HO BUJIEJN TO-
JIBKO HETPUBBIYHO OJIEHBIA U [JasKe KAKOW-TO TYCKJIBII
nei3ak B HesIPKOM CBeTe OPaHKeBOTO 3aXO0/ISIIEr0 COH-
na. [locse nepexona oHn OKa3aanch HA OPOTe MUPUHOM
OKOJIO JIByX METPOB, KOTOpast Obljia CI0KEeHA M3 OTPOM-
HBIX YEePHBIX IBLIBHBIX TJIUT, MECTAMU CUJIBHO MOTpEC-
KaBIITIXCSI U BBITIEPOJIEHHBIX. DTa I0POTa TETISIa MEXK-
Ay HEBBICOKMMU XOJIMAMU, IMOPOCHINMHA JKEeJITON BBITO-
pesiiet TpaBoii. Kazanock, 4To y Hee HeT HM Havasa, HA
KOHIIA.

— ITO... CTapas... Iopora... umrepaTopos., — Craypyc
TOBOPHI C TPYIOM, 3a/[bIXasICh. ['0J10C €10 ObLI XPUTLIIBIM 1
ciabpiM. — Ham Hazio tyzna... — OH MaxHyJ1 pyKoii B cTO-
poHy OsmsKaiiiero xoama. — Tam... 3amMoK... — VI Borazbi-
Ka BBICIINX TTOTEPSIJ CO3HAHME.

Tomnbko HeBeposiTHast ckopocTh Pokepa cnacsa ero ot
JKeCTKOTO Ma/IeHNs Ha YepHble KaMeHHble U Thbl. OH 11o/1-
xBaTua Craypyca M akKypaTHO OIyCTHJ Ha jopory. B
OJIHO MTHOBEHYE €0 OOCTYIUJIN BCE APY3bsT, He 3HasT, 4TO
CKa3aTb M YTO JIeJIATh JIaJIbIIIe.

Ha yepnbIx nimmTax B JIydyax 3axoisniero coyrnia Bia-
JIbIKA BBITJIsIIE]T 3JI0BeIle 1 TanHCTBeHHO. Ero Oesbie BO-
JIOCBI PACCHITTIATUCH IO TEMHOU TTOBEPXHOCTH JIOPOTU KaK
cepebpstHbIe HUTH, GJIEJHOE JIMII0 Ka3aJI0Ch HEeCTECTBEH-
HBIM 1 CHSLJIO Ha 9TOM YepHOM (hoHe, KaK BCer/a paccTer-
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HyTast OGestast pybarika He CKpbIBajia BEJTMKOJIEITHOTO TeJla,
110 KOTOPOMY 3MEWJINCh HEM3BECTHO OTKY/Ia TIOSTBUBIIINE-
cs1 kpacHble MOTHUU. OToschIBask TPy/Ib, MOJTHUU TSIHY-
JIUCh K PyKaM U Yyepes TaJIbIlbl YXOIUJIN B YepHOE TTOKPHI-
tre noporu. CTpaHHBIN KaMeHb BIUTHIBAJ 9TH Pa3PsIbl,
KaK cyXas U3T0oJIO/IaBIIasiCs 3eMJIsT — JKUBUTETbHYIO BJa-
ry. VI B MecTax COIPUKOCHOBEHUS TJIUT € TeJioM Buiagbiku
MOSIBUJINCH KpacHble UCKPbL. Kazamocs, jopora 1oj; Hora-
MU JIpy3eii 03KuJIa U 3aMepliadia.

— Hu ¢ura cebe! Iro uto takoe? Mosker, ero moj-
HATH? — CJBIIIAIUCD IIPUTJIYIIIEHHBIE TOJI0CA CO BCEX CTO-
POH.

— Crac, Crac, uto ¢ T060i1? — VIpaH 0CTOPOKHO OTTyC-
TUJTach Ha KoJjieHn Bozjie Craypyca, He obOpaliasi BHUMA-
HUS HA 9TOT (PeHOMEH, He 3aMevas HU MOJIHUM, HU UCKD,
He BU/IS1 B3BOJTHOBAHHBIX JIUIL /IPY3€il.

— WpaH, HUYero cTpairHoro ¢ HUM He TPOU3O0IITI0. —
AHTOH OCTOPOKHO ITPUKOCHYJICS K I/Ievy JieBy k. — On
MPeYTIPEKIAT, YTO TAKOE MOKET CIYUUTHCS.

— Yro moxeT cayunTbesa? — Vpan pes3ko rnojHsiia ro-
JIOBY M TIOCMOTpeJIa IIPSIMO B TPEBOKHBIE U TIepelyTraHHbIe
ee PeluTeTbHOCTHIO TJIa3a MAJTbYNKa.

— Hy 10, 4TO OH MOKET TOTEPATH CO3HAHUE. ITO OT UC-
tomernst. CJUIIKOM MHOTO CHJI 3a01paeT Mepexo MexKLy
HAITUIMKA MUPAMU, — TTIOYEMY-TO 3aUKasiCh, OOBSICHUIT eil
AHTOH.

— U cKoJabKO... TO €CTh Kak JI0JITO... KOT/[a OH MPUJET B
cebst?

— He 3naio, MokeT, uepe3 vac-aBa, a MOKET, TOJTbKO
3aBTpa. — AHTOH TIOKaJI IJIEYaM¥ U OTOIIIEN OT JIEBYIIIKH,
BepHee, ero IPOCTO OTOIBUHYJIN.

— Wpan, ycnokoiics. Huyero ctpaiiiHoro He npousoti-
s0. [Toxymaernrs, obmMopok. Mexmy mpounm, Ctaypyc ro-
BOPWJI, UTO TIOCJIE TIPOILIOTO TIePexoia OH MPOBAJISICS B
OTKJIIOUKE TOYTU TpU AHSA. — sKeHbKa MOMOT JIeBYIIKe
noHATHCs. — Jlydle oMoy HaM 1 BCTIOMHU, T/ie MbI Ha-
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XOJIMMCS, Ky/1a Ha/IO UATH U YeTo HaM KIaTh. [TaMsaTh ke K
tebe BepHyaach? — JKenbka orramui Mpau ot Craypyca
1 pa3BepPHYJ B CTOPOHY KeJThIX X0aM0B. — Hy, 9To cKa-
xenrb? Kyna nam aBuratn?

— He 3Haro. B aTux Mecrax st HUKOI/Ia He Obljla paHb-
nie. I Hu4ero o HUX He MOMHI0. — /leBy1iIKa BepTesia roJio-
BOII B pasHble cTOpoHbl. HO Kpyrom GbLI OJUH U TOT Ke
OJIHOOOPA3HbBI TIei3aK: MOPOCILINe KAKOU-TO CTPaHHOI
JKEJITOU TPaBOW XOJIMbI, M3-3a KOTOPBIX HEBO3MOKHO
OBLIO XOTb YTO-TUO0 Pa3TJISACTh BIIEPE/IH.

— Ho TbI ke roBopmia, 4TO MaMsATh K Tebe BEpHY-
Jlach? — BJIe3 B UX pasroBop Pokep, MOBTOPHUB BOIIPOC
/Kenbku.

— M 4T10? ITUX MECT 4 He 3HAIO, XOTSI... YTO-TO 9TO MHE
HAIIOMUHAET: TO JIU S CJbIIIAJa O HUX OT KOTO-TO, TO
Jid... — VIpaH HaXMypUIach, MbITAsICh XOTb YTO-TO BCIIOM-
HUTb.

— Torpa masaiiTe 1oiileM B TOM HaIpaBJIeHUH, YTO
ykazas HaM CTaypyc, a TaM TTOCMOTPUM, Ky/la 3Ta I0pora
Hac BbiBegerT. Mosket, VIpan 1oToM 4TO-HHOYIb BCIOM-
HUT WJIX MECTHOCTD y3HaeT. — CTy/leHT Ipuces Ha Kop-
TOYKHM BO3J1e Bta/ibIkut ¥ IIPUITOKIIT JIAJIOHB K €70 IeHHOT
aprepun. [Iyabc 6611 cotabbiM, HO yeTKuM. — Hazio 651 ero
KaK-TO TIOJTHSTH U TiepeHecTu. MoskeT, ciesiaTb HOCUJIKH ?

— Kakwe emnte nocusnkn! Orolign. — Pokep oToABUHY T
CrynenTa u jierko noausiyi Craypyca Ha pyku. B orBeT Ha
YAWBJIEHHBIE B3TJIS/IBI IPY3€li OH TOJBKO TOKAJ TIJIedaMu
U, YJABIOHYBIINCH, cKaszax: — Hy, 4e 3acTbLI, ABUHYJIN
WJIA KaK?

— Pokep, a Tebe He TSKE0, B HEM K€ KMJIOTPaMM CTO
TO4HO ecTh? — (Calka Kak-TO CTPaHHO TOTJISIBIBAJT Ha
apyra.

— He-a, g xe cyriepMen. BbicTpbIil, CUJIBHBIN U OYEHb
KPaCUBBbIii, — yJIbIOHYJICS OH.

— Jto touHo. Hy, ectn 4To, cymepmeH, Th TOJTBKO CBU-
CTHU — MOJCOOUM.
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7Kenbka B3s1s1 VIpaH 3a pyKy 1 TOUTH CHJIKOM TTOTATIINAJT
3a co60ii. OH e BIepe/in, a mo 60KaM K HeMy IPUCTPOU-
such Auton u Xupo. Pokep co Ctaypycom Ha pykax cJie-
JIOBAJI Cpa3y 3a HUMH, ciipaBa oT Hero — CTyJIeHT, a cJjieBa,
TOTOBBIN TTIOMOYb U TIOJJIEP:KATh, B ciydae yero, — l'operir.
Ho Poxkep Hec Buiagiblky ¢ Takoii JIeTKOCTbIO, UTO Yepes Ka-
KOe-TO BPeMsI Bce TiepecTasi oOpaiiaTh Ha HEro BHUMA-
HUE U Tpe/laraTb CBOIO MOMOIIb. 3aMbIKaja IIeCTBUE
371as1 M HacToposkeHHad JleHka, KoTopasi mocJie mepexoza
He IIPOM3Hec/Ia HU CJI0Ba.

Owut 1tu OBICTPO, MOJTYA, TOJIBKO TPEBOSKHO TOTJISI/IbI-
Basi B CTOPOHY OBICTPO 3axXo/siiero cosnia. Hukomy we
XOTEJIOCh OCTAThCS TOCPEIN JIOPOTH HEU3BECTHO T'/le, KOT-
Jla coBceM creMHeeT. /[py3bs ciesanu odepesHol oBO-
pOT, 0OOTHYJIN OYEePEHOI XOJIM U OKa3aJIHCh TIEPE Pac-
KUHYBIIIEHCsT HA MHOTO KUJIOMETPOB IOJTMHOM, TOpOCIIeit
4YEepPHOU TPaBOM.

— Yro 3a uepr!

— Hu dura cebe!

Ha ¢one xpacnoro 3akaTta mocpeay JOJUHBI MEXAY
XOJIMAM¥ BBIPUCOBBIBAIACH TPOMAJIMHA, KOTAA-TO ObIB-
Masi BeJUYecTBEHHbIM 3aMKOM. YepHble KaMHU PYHUH
CBEPKaJIN B JIy4yaX 3axO/SIIIero COJIHIA, U 110 HUM, KaK U
[0 JIOPOKHBIM TUIMTaM, MPOGEraju KpacHble CIOJOXM.
Br1o Takoe 4yBCTBO, UTO 3T KAMHH KTO-TO OY€HBb XOPO-
1110 OTHOJINPOBAJ, U ceiiuac B HUX, KaK B 3epKaJjie, OTpa-
JKaJIcsl 3aKaT, @ HOUbIO, CKOpee BCero, MOKHO yBU/IETh CUsI-
uue 3Be3a. Korma apysbst mogonum O6JmsxKe, TO CMOTJIN
paccMOTpeThb, YTO 3aMOK He TTPOCTO Pa3BaHUIICS OT BpeMe-
HU — ero paspynuino miaams. [loxosxe, moxap, HayaBIINii-
cs1 CBepXy, OBLT HEMMOBEPHOI CHJIbI — OTOHBb OILJIABHII
KaMHW, OCTaBUB Ha HUX IOJTEKH, CJIOBHO HA CTOPEBIIEi
cBeye.

— 9... HaM TOYHO CIojIa HA/I0 OBLIO? — CIPOCKIT KTO-TO
IETIOTOM.
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— Yro a0 Takoe?

— U a10 3aMOK?

Korpa nmepBoe norpsicenne oT yBUAEHHOTO HAYaJIO T10-
TUXOHBKY OTCTYTaTh W TPUILJIO TTOHMMaHWe, YTO, BO3-
MO’KHO, 3TO U €CTb I1€JTb X Y TENIeCTBUS, ITepe/l APY3bsi-
MU BcTasu ipyrue Bompockl. [ToaTomy Bee, He croBapuBa-
SCh, IPY>KHO TIOCMOTpesTn Ha VpaH Kak Ha eIMHCTBEHHYIO
U3 HUX, KTO XOTh YTO-TO MOJKET 3HATh M pacckaszatbh 00
atom mupe. Ho neBymika nmpoosrkaia mpucTaabHO CMOT-
peTh HA PYWHBI, IPUIKAB K TPY/IN XOJIOJHBIE TPSCYITIECS
PYKH.

— Wpan, ThI XOTh YTO-TO MOJKEIb cKa3aTh? [71e MbI 1
4TO 9TO TaKoe? — JKeHbKa 3aryispiBaj B r1a3a JAeBYIIKY,
MBITASICh 3ACJIOHUTh OT HEee MPAYHBIN TTeN3aK.

— Boxe, aTo xe 3amok nmmiepaTopoB. Korna-To camoe
MpeKpacHoe U BeJIMuecTBeHHOe coopy:keHne Teppuaca. —
T'ostoc Wpan apornyst. — I1ogo6HOro HUKTO U HUKOT/[a He
crpoui. Ero HasbiBaii HepeaabHbIM, BOJIIIEOHBIM, TAUH-
CTBEHHBIM.

— Ara, He OT MUpa cero, — TX0 O6ypKHyJI Pokep, cTost
3a cimHOM Vpan u Bee ermte gep:xa Craypyca Ha pykax. 3a
BpeMsI JIOPOTH OH JIaKe He BCTIOTEJ U He 3aITbIXaJIcsl.

— Nwmenno Tak, Pokep, He oT Mupa cero.

— HpsH, HaM ero Ha3BaHuWe HU O YeM He TOBOPHUT, —
tuxo ckazan Crynent. — MokeT, paccKkaskelb 0 HEM T10-
opobHee?

— Ara, a erre 0 TOM, Ky/ia HaM JiaJibliie UATH? — MPO-
Oypuan Pokep.

— Pacckaxy. — VpaH HaKoHEN-TO OTBeJa B3TJIS OT
PYUH U, OIJISJEBIIUCH BOKPYT, IIpeaioxuaa: — Ham Obl
cHayvaJja HaliTH MeCTO JIJIsl HOUJIETa, a TO CKOPO CTEMHEET, a
HOYbBIO 3/1€CH [10{ OTKPHITHIM HEOOM He 0YeHb KOM(DOPTHO.

CJI0OBHO CTOBOPUBIITHUCH, BCE C OITACKOI TOCMOTPEJIN Ha
orOpachiBaoIIe KpacHble OTOJECKU PYWHBI IPEBHETO
3aMKa.

— Ho uTto-To nipsiMo 371eCh MHE HE X0UeTcs HoueBaTh. —
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JleHKa He PUCKHYJIa MTPUOIMKATHCS K Pa3BaIMHAM U Pa3-
rJIsiibIBaJIa UX, CTOSI B CTOPOHE Ha IycToi gopore. — Mo-
JKeT, BOH TyJa moiigeM? — OHa ykasaja majblieM Ha
CTPaHHOE CTPOEHHE B OT/IAJIEHUN OT OCHOBHOTO KOMILJIEK-
ca pyus. C MecTa, T/le OHa ceiiyac HaXOAUJIach, €T0 XOPO-
1o 66110 BUIAHO. TaM, HermogaleKy, B TYCTBIX CyMepKax
YepHOU TEHBIO BO3BBIMIAJINCH OCTAHKU IOJypas3pyIlieH-
Hoil GairHu. He roBopst Hi cJ10Ba, Bee APY;KHO PasBEPHY-
JIICh B YKa3aHHYO CTOPOHY U, IOTUXOHBKY Ornbast 3aMOK
10 JIyTe, IBUHYJIUCH K 9TOMY CTPAHHOMY COOPY>KEHHUIO.

To, uro yBuzena Jlenka, aeiicTBUTENBHO KOT/A-TO
ObLIO OXPAaHHOM WJIM CTOPOKEBOI KpyTioii GaiHeitr. Co-
BCEM He BBICOKOM, B /1Ba aTaxa. [lockosbKy oHa cTosiia B
OT/IAJIEHUH OT OCHOBHOTO 3aMKOBOTO KOMILJIEKCA, TO 3TOT
CTPAHHBIN TTOXKAP 3aTPOHYJI TOJIBKO OIHY €€ CTOPOHY, KO-
TOpast OblyIa TIOJHOCTHIO YHUYTOKEeHA. A BCe OCTaTbHOE
yoKe paspyIuao BpeMst ¥ IIpUpo/a. 3aHre ObLIO ITOCTPO-
€HO 13 HeOOJIBIIINX U3BECTHSIKOBBIX TLIUT, a MEPEKPBITHUST
KPBINTK ObLIN C/IeJIaHbl U3 CTPAHHOI TOPOJIbI JEpeBa.
Ceituac coxpaHuJCSd TOJTbKO TOJYKPYT MPOTHUBOIOTIOK-
HOI CTeHbI U TePeKPbITUS BTOPOro aTaxa. Takike octa-
JIaCh 9aCcTh BUHTOBOM JIECTHUIIBI, BEAYIeH Ha BepXHUI
stax. Kpbimmu moutu ve 661710. TOTBKO B 0THOM MecTe dy-
JIOM yIIeJieJin JIOCKU, Ha KOTOPBIX JIesKaJI0 YTO-TO, OT/Ia-
JIEHHO HarloMuHaoIee Yepernuity. [lockonbky He60 ObLIO
YHCTHIM U 3BE3IHBIM U IO B OJmKaiiiiee BpeMsi He
OKM/IAJIOCH, TYyTHUKU PEIIUIN OCTAHOBUTHCSI B TOM Pa3-
PYIIEHHOM 3/IaHUU.

JKenbka ¢ Topriem Botiu B Garitio iepsbivu. OHU T10-
CTapaJinCh BCE XOPOIIEHBKO OCMOTPETh U IPONIYIIATh,
q4TOOBI CJIyYaiiHO HUKOTO He TPUBAJIIIO YTIABIIeNR HaaKoi
i kamHeM. O1leHUB coOpy KeHue Kak IpruemaeMoe s
CEeTOTHATIIHE HOUEeBKHU, OHU TI03BAJIN BHYTPb OCTAJIbHBIX.

— A TyT IOBOJIHO YIOTHO, — OTJISI/IEBINUCH, cKa3as Po-
Kep.

— Hy-ny...
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Capxkasm Jlenku HUKTO He orleHnI. Bee oueHs ycranm.
Ecam cnaTh 1oka u He XOTeJI0Ch, TO OTAOXHYTD U IIePeKy-
CHTD JPY3bst OBLIIM COBCeM He TIpoTuB. [T0aTOMY HUKTO He
cobupasics ceifyac KajoBaThCs Ha KU3HD, U KasK/IbIil 3a-
HAJICSI CBOUM JIEJIOM.

Boauie yiiesieBiiieii cTeHbl 1101 COXPAaHUBITUMUCS TTOTO-
JIOUHBIMU TIepeKpbITuAMUu CTYZEeHT paccTesna oeso,
KOTOpOe JIOCTaJl M3 CBOeW MOXOAHOU cymkHu, u Poxep
0CcTOpPO:kHO otrycTus Ha Hero Ctaypyca. Tot Tak u He ipu-
1ies1 B ce0s1, XOTsT yoKe U He ObLIT TAKUM Ty TatoIIe OJIeTHBIM.

— WpaHn, He BosHy#ics, OH TPOCTO CUT. — AHTOH OCTO-
POKHO YKpbLT Biazipiky BTOpBIM ofiesiiom. — OH CKOPO
npuzer B ceost.

— Cmacu6o tebe. — VIpaH Terio yabibHy1ach Majib-
YUKY.

— Jla He 3a uro. Cama-To Kak ceOsl 4yBCTBYELIh? —
IPUIILYPUBIINCH, CITPOCUI AHTOH.

— Hopmasbho. [Ipasjia, HEMHOTO CTPAaHHO U CTPAITHO-
BaTo. — VpaH noBepHyIach U MOCMOTPeJIa Ha BUHEBIITH-
ecst pazBasuHbl. CoBCceM CKOPO HOUb MTOJTHOCTHIO BCTYIIUT
B CBOU I1paBa, 1 OHU CTaHYT MPAYyHOU YepHOU TeHbIO, Ha-
MOMUHAIOIIEN O OBLIIOM BEJTMKOJIETIH.

[Toka Npan ¢ AHTOHOM THXO ITepErOBapUBAJIMCH BO3JIE
noxa Craypyca, KTO-TO yCIies pa3Keub HeOOJIBINON Koc-
Tep, TO3TOMY B HalllHe CTaj0 HAMHOTO YIOTHEE U CIIOKOI-
Hee. CTy/IeHT PacKJIaAbIBAJ POBU3NIO, 3aXBAUYE€HHYIO U3
CBOETO MUPA, OCTAJIbHbIE CPa3y OKUBUJIMCH W CTAJU CXO-
AUTHCST OJIMKE K MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOMY CTOJY. KTO-TO
BBIKJIaJIbIBAJ KOJIOACY C CBIPOM, KTO-TO — XJ1€0 1 (PPYKTHI,
[IOTOM TIOSIBUJICSI GOJIBIIION TEPMOC C TOPSTYUM KO(de, a BbI-
craBjieHHast Pokepom GyThLIKa XOPOIIEro KOHbsIKa MOJI-
Hsta HacTpoeHue BceM. 1o mMepe Toro kak mycresa Oy-
TBIJIKA, B OallTHe BCe Yallle CTaJl CIIBIIIATHCS CMEX.

— Ilytku nryTkamu, a Mbl OXpaHy BBICTABJISATH Oy-
neM? — cpein 00IIETO BeCETbsI TIOCIBITIAICS PasApakeH-
HbI rosioc JIenku.
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— Byzem, 6ynem. paH, Tl He 3HAEIIb, 3/1Ch TIOOIN30-
CTU KTO-HUOY b KuBeT? — JKeHbKa MOAHSIICS 1 OOTIE
K pa3BaJIMBIIENCST CTeHe, BIJISIbIBAsICh B TeMHOTY. — He
XOTeJI0Ch OBl HapBaThCsl Ha HEKIAHHBIX rocreil. Hac-To
XOPOIIO BUHO Ha (hOHE KOCTpa.

— He Buzto, — 0ypkHys Auton. — Kak TobKO MbI 3a-
BEPIINJIN TIEPEXOI, 5 cpasy MUT mocTaBu. HUKTo He 3Ha-
€T, YTO MbI 3/1€Ch, U HUKTO HAC HE YBUJIUT U HE YCJIBIIINT,
Jlake ecJIU U MOJIoHAeT oYeHb GJU3K0. — AHTOH Jl0easl
cBOI OyTepOpOL 1 OBLI 30J1 OTTOTO, YTO KOHBSIK €MY TaK U
He MPeJIOKIIIN, cunTas eie pebenkom. OH Obl 1 caM He
CTaJI IIMTh, HO BE/Ib /1€JI0 IIPpUHITUIIA.

— A mampunk pactet. — Pokep, mpoxoas MumMo AHTO-
Ha, XJIOITHYJI €TI0 IO CITMHE TaK, 4YTO YyYTb HE OIIPOKMNHYJI
MPSIMO Ha TaK Ha3biBaeMblIii cTOJI. — CHUJI HaZ[0JITO XBATUT?

Hemuoro cmyTuBmimch, AHTOH OTKAILJISJICS U OTBe-
TUJIL:

— He 3Hato, HO 11OKa Bce HOpMasbHO. /[ymato, HOUb
BBIZIEPXKY, a TaM, MoxeT, yke u Craypyc npujer B
cebst. — Masburk GpOCUT OBICTPBII B3TJISI/L HA CIISIIIETO
Branpiky.

— A ecJsiu HaIIa CHANIAas KpacaBUIla He TTPOCHETCS /10
yTpa, 4to OyleM jeaaTh? — CKBO3b 3yObI POIIEIUIA
Jlenka.

Ona cena B otasienuu ot apyrux. [loce nmepexoma Hut
C KeM He pa3roBapuBaja U HUYero He Jesana. 3a YKITHOM
MOYTH HUYETO He Chesa, a TOJIBKO TIHJIA CBOH Kode ¢ u3-
PAHO 1opivell KoHbsiKa. M BOT 4TO yIMBUTEIbHO: KaXK-
JIbIT JlyMaJl HaJl 3TUM BOIIPOCOM, & O3BYUYUTH €r0 Pelliu-
JIACh TOJTbKO OHA.

— Tornma u Gynem perrath. — JKeHbKa HECKOIBKO M-
HYT cMOTpes Ha JIeHKy. — Y TpoM Bce TPOsICHUTCS, a ceii-
Jac ykJiaabpiBaeMcs craTh. — OH OrJIsiies BCTPEeBOKEHHbBIE
Juia apyaeit u qob6aBui: — Jlymaio, HaM Bce jKe CTOUT
YCTAHOBUTH JIEKYPCTBO. XOTST HAC HUKTO U HE YBUIUT, MbI
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He JOJUKHBI TepsITh OxmteabHOCTh. IluT mmrom, HO u
3HATh, YTO BOKPYT MPOUCXOIUAT, HE TIOMETAET.

CriopuTh HUKTO He CTaJI, TpU3HaBas MpaBoTy sKeHbKU.

Bce MeteHHO cTasmu pacossaThes 1Mo OalilHe, BbINC-
KuBast i cebst Oojiee-MeHee IpreMJIeMble [ HodJiera
MecTa. [leperoBapuBaimch MENOTOM, TAE-TO CJIBIIIAJICS
TUXUI cMeX Wiu pyranb. Hakoner Bce ycTpousuch, oue-
PEIHOCTD JIesKypCTBa ObljIa yCTaHOBJIEHA, HO CIIaTh HUKTO
1 He AyMaJl. THXO0 IOTpecKrBaI KOcTep, Aapst OOUTaTeIsIM
GalllHK CBET, TEILIO W OIyIIeHIE YIOTa.

— WpsaH, MokeT, paccKasKkelllb TIPO 3aMOK MMIIEPaTo-
POB, a? — pasjacs cOOKy OT AEBYIIKH IIEeNOT AHTOHA., —
T obermana. — OH cMOTpPeJT TAKMMHU YMOJISTIOIIIUMU TI[e-
HAYBMMMU TJ1a3aMu, yTo VIpaH paccMesisiach.

Kak Hu cTpanHo, Bo3je ee ofiesijia ¢ OJIHONH CTOPOHBI
okaszajicd AHTOH, a ¢ apyroii — sKenbka. Jlenka Jiersa
OIISATH OTJEJIBHO OT BCEX IOYTH BO3JIE BXOJa B OallHio
CIIUHOM K TIOJIyPa3pyIIEHHO CTEHE U YIIOPHO JIeJTaia BU/,
YTO yIKe CITUT.

— 4 ne 3Hal0, yTO BaM pacckazbiBai CTaypyc, 103TOMY
He TIPEJICTABJIAI0, C YeTO HavyaTh.. — VIpaH 3aMosuana u
3ajlyMasach. XOThb MaMTh U BEPHYJIACH K Hell, OHA HUKAK
He MorJia K Heil IIPUBBIKHYTDH 1 BCE BPEMS BOCIIpMHMMAJIA
Kak HabOp KaKWX-TO JAHHBIX, [OMOJTHUTETbHYI0 HH(OP-
MaIlnio, KOTOPYIO €if elite MpeAcTOuT 00paboTaTh 1 CHCTE-
MaTU3UPOBAThb.

— WpaH, yMHbBIe JII0/I1 TOBOPST, 4TO, KOT'/la HE 3Haelb,
C 4ero HauaTh, HAYMHAIl cHavyaia. — Pokep mozgores 6J1u-
e, becriepeMOHHO MoABUHYB VIpaH, cet Ha ee 0/1es1710.

— Poxkep, onn roBopst: «Ecym He 3Haem b, ¢ 9ero Ha-
YJaTh, TO HAUMHAI ¢ KOHIa». — CTy/IeHT MpucesT Ha O/IesiJiO
AnTOHAa.

— Camka, KOHeI[ MBI U TaK 3HaeM, MOITOMY JaBaii,
Upsan, c camoro vauasna. — M Pokep nipotsiayst paH pyky.

— XBatuT BaM 1ipepexatbest. A noxsisia. — VpaH cxBa-
TIJIACh 32 €T0 PYKY U IIPUTIOAHSTIACH HA CBOEH MOICTHIIKE,
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ycTpanBasich moyaooHee. — MHOIO CTOJIETHI Haszal, 0
HaJICHUsI METEOPUTA, JKI3Hb 3/1eCh ObLIIA...

— 3HaeM-3HaeM, TOUTH TaKas jKe, KaK U B HallleM MUpe,
Craypyc paccka3biBa.

— Pokep, elie oiHO €JI0BO — U MOMJeNIb [€KYPUTD
BMecTo ['opia, gcHo? — Canika cyHyJ KyJak MOJ HOC
apyra.

— Momuy-momuy. — Pokep caemnan aBuxenue, moka-
3bIBasl, YTO 3aKPHIBAET POT HA HEBUUMYIO MOJTHUIO.

— Jla, ’xu3Hb 371ech Oblia TouTH Takoii xe. Ho Bo Bpe-
Ms BOCXOJIa TPeX JIyH, KOTOPBIH, KCTaTH, IPOUCXOIUT Pa3
B IISITh TBHICSY JIET, YAl METEOPUT. ITO ObLIT HEGOIBIION
KPUCTAJLII, TIPU TIQJIEHUU U YZape O 3eMJII0 OH PacIiajics Ha
TPHU YacTH, KOTOPbIE ¥ HAILIKM Tpu Opara-Ommnsnerna: Hu-
puas, [lomok n Pydyc. Kak onu cMorm coeTuHUTD 9acTh
KPUCTAJIIa B OJTHO TIeJI0e, HUKTO TaK /10 CUX TIOp U1 He 3Ha-
eT. DTy TaliHy XpaHAT uMiiepatopsl. Ho koraa um ato yia-
JIOCh, TO KPUCTAJLJI BBICBOOOIWI TaKylO CHUIy, KOTOpasi,
pacIpoCTpaHssCh 10 BCeMY MUPY, /lajia ero HapojiaM pas-
Hble criocobHocT. ITosTomy Kamenb ObLT HazBaH Cepi-
em Teppuaca — Bejib OH MOJIHOCTHIO U3MEHUJI BCE BO-
KPYT. Y OHMX JOJiel MOSIBUIACH CHOCOOHOCTD YIIpaB-
JIATH KUBOTHBIMU U TIPEBPAIIATHCS B HUX, APYTHUE MOTJIN
HOAYMHATH cebe CUJIBI TIPUPOABI U BO3JECTBOBATh Ha
OKPY’KAIOIIIX, HO CAMBIMU HEOOXOIUMBIMK CUUTAIUCH TE,
KPOBb KOTOPBIX TIPHOGPEa IeuTebHble CBOMCTBA 1
MOTJIa U3JIEYUTh Bee OOIE3HN U JIasKe CMEPTETbHbIE PAHBI.
Bparbsa-6iusHenbl 00sazaii OTPOMHON SHEPTUeil, ux
e/IMHOTJIACHO TTPOBO3TIACUIIM UMITEPATOPAMU U TIPaBUTE-
JIIMU HOBOTO Mupa. Torma u mosgsuiicg aTot 3aMok. [lo-
Cpeu TyCTBIHY 32 OJIHY HOYb BBIPOCJIA YepHas TPOMaJIN-
Ha, B CT€HAaX KOTOPOI OTpakajanch COJHIIE U 3Be3/bl. 110-
CTETIEHHO TYCTBhIHS MPEBPATUIIACH B TIJIOIOPOHYIO 3€M-
JIF0 ¢ MHOKECTBOM PEK U 03€P, C JIeCaMH 1 JIyTaMU.

— Yr0-TO MBI HUYETO TOOOHOTO He Buenu. [1e jeca
u sryra? TpaBa — u Ta... — Pokep 0OBeJ B3IJISIZIOM 3J1bIe
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juma apyseit. — Mosdy, 60Jbille HU CJI0Ba, HY YECTHO,
MOJTYY.

— Bce mpaBusbno, — mpogoskuaa Mpsn, — mocie
packoJa pac, Korja 3aMOK B OJTHy HOUb ITPOCTO OIJIaBUJI-
cs1, 3eMJIM BOKPYT TOKe CTaJIu yMuparthb. T pasa 3ech mod-
TH He PacTeT, a Ta, KOTOPOI Bce Ke yAaeTcst MpoOUThCs,
HUKOT/Ia He OBIBAET 3eJIeHON — BCer/a sKyxJast, Oe3:Kn3-
HeHHast U kenTas. Cama 3eMJid BOKPYT 3aMKa MepTBa.
Peku 1 03epa MOYTH BBICOXJU U B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM
[PeBPaTUIINCh B 6OJIOTA.

— A modeMy MpPOM30IIET PACKOJI pac? — 3aayMUYNBO
npousHec CTy/IeHT.

— Hukro Touno He 3HaeT, YTO TOT/Ia TTPOUBOIILIO, TT0I-
TOMY CYIIECTBYeT MHOTO CJIYXOB, CILJIeTeH, oragok. Ho
TOBOPSIT, 4TO 060 BCEX ATUX COOBITUSAX PACCKA3BIBAETCS B
KHUTE, OCTaBJIEHHON UMIIEPATOPAMH.

— A 1po KHUTY MOXKHO IIOKOHKpETHee, — KaK-TO
CTPAaHHO 3aep3aJ Ha cBoeM MecTe Carmrka.

— Komy uro — a CryzienTta TOJIbKO KHUTH U MHTepecy-
10T. — PoKep TOJIKHYJI IpyTa B T1JI€40, U TOT OT HEOXKUIaH-
HOCTH T10JIeTe]1 HA AHTOHA, KOTOPBIN CUJIEJT PSIZIOM C HUM
Ha ojiesie.

— Cogcem caypen? Cuma ectb — yma He HaJIo, — BO3-
mymancst Cairka, nmpuHUMas cujsdyee TOJOKEeHUe., —
CaMm-T0 3a BCIO CBOIO JKMU3Hb MTPOYUTAT TOJIBKO JIBE KHIK-
Ku: riepBast — OyKBapb, a Bropast — «KamacyTpa». — Ilo-
cjle CeKYHHOM TMaysbl, TOHAJ00UBIIEHCs, YTOObI 0CO3-
Hatb coBa Cry/eHTa, GalllHsT B30pBaiach BECEJIBIM CMe-
XOM.

— Hy, u3BuHUTE, MHE U 3TUX JIBYX C TOJOBOU XBaTU-
J10, — TIOIIBITAJICS onpaBaaTbhes Pokep.

— [la magno yxe. VIpaH, mpojioJKai... Ipo KHUTY, —
HarmomHua Carnrka.

— IIpo kuury Toke x0nUT MHOTO cyiyXoB. Ho roBOpAT,
YTO MMIIEpATOPbl Tepe/aBain ee CJAeAYIoNeil TpoiiHe
poskeHHbIX Os3HE0B. CKOpee BCeTo, TaM J0JIKHO ObITh
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HAINCAHO, YTO COOOI TPEICTaBISIET KPUCTAILT, OTKY/Ia OH
B34JICsI, KaK M YTIPABJISTD, U €1lle MHOTO WHTEPECHOTO 1
noJsie3Horo. M kctaTu, MpounTaTth ee MOKeT TOJIBKO UMIIe-
paTop, 1 HUKTO IPYTroi, — 3aKOHYMJIA CBOM pacckas MpaH.

— Bot ragctBo. — Cainka XJTOTHYJT JIAZIOHSIMU TI0 Ofie-
amy. — A g9-To Bce [lyMaio, mouyemMy He MOTY 3Ty KHUTY, 4TO
MBI 3a0paJii y MarucTpoOB, MPoUYnTaTh. Bpoe 6b1 BOT-BOT
MOMMY — U BCe Ky/Ia-TO PacIlIbIBaeTCst, GYKBBI B CJIOBA He
CKJIQJIBIBAIOTCSI, TPOCTO KOIIMap KaKo#-To.

— A TBI TIBITAJICS €e Ha TPE3BYIO TOJIOBY YNTATh? — 3a-
xuxukasi Pokep. — Moxer, Tora u 6yKBbI IPbITaTh He OY-
AT, U CJIOBA MOMMETIIb.

— Ilonoxan, Pokep, mopoxau. Canrka, Thl JyMaelb,
4TO0 y Tebst KHUra uMIiepatopoB? — VpaH paxke mojaanach
B €r0 CTOPOHY.

— Hy nipocto apyroro o6bsiCHEHUST Y MEHsT HET.

CTyIeHT MOAHSJICS C OIESIIIA U TTOJIOIIEJ K TOMY MECTY,
r/ie OCTaBUJI cBou Belu. JlocTan u3 CyMKU KHUTY B Uep-
HOM KOKaHOM TIepeIieTe ¢ 30JI0ThIM THCHEHUEM U Tiepe-
nan nesyinke. VIpan ¢ BosiHeHneM OCTOPOXKHO B3sia (o-
JIMAHT B PYKU U TIOCMOTPEJIA HA 3ar0JI0OBOK, JIJACKOBO TIPO-
BeJsia pyKoi 1o 00J105kKe. Bpoze Ob1 Bece OYKBbI OBLIN €
3HAKOMBI, HO, IEHCTBUTEJbHO, B CJIOBA HUKAK HE CKJIAJIbI-
BAJIMCh, OCTaBasiCh GECCMBICTIEHHBIM HAOOPOM CHMBOJIOB.

JleBylika OGepekHO MpoJmcTaja crpaHuiibl. KHura
Oblyla HalKcaHa OT PYKH, PA3HBIMU MMOYEPKaMU, BH/IHO,
YTO 3aIIMCH BeJNCh HEe OJIHUM YeJIOBEKOM M He O/IHO CTO-
sgetue. VpaH niepejiajia KHUTY psajioM cujstiiemy Pokepy.
OH NMOKpPYTUJI ee B pyKax M OTAAJ OCTaJIbHBIM. /py3bs
BHUMATEJIbHO Pa3TJIsibIBaIn GOJIMAHT U TTepeiaBai ero
10 KPYTY, TOKa HAaKOHeIl CTPaHHasl HaX0/[Ka He BEPHYJIACh
Hazan Kk CTyneHTy.

— 3HAYUT, IPOYUTATH €€ MHE He yIaCTCsl. — ITO ObLIO
ckopee yTBep:xkaenne Caliku, 4eM BOIIPOC.

— Jlymaio, uto 6e3 MO3BOJIEHUS] UMIIEpPATOPa TPOIN-
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TaTh ee He CMOKeT HUKTO, — C COKaJieHNneM MoKaJasa ro-
JoBoOM NpaH.

— KcraTn, a uro crano morom ¢ ummeparopamu? Kyma
OHU JIeJINCH? — CIIPOCUT AHTOH.

— Ilo onHOM M3 Bepcuil caUTAETCS, YTO KTO-TO U3 UM-
neparopos 1morud. BepHee, KTO-TO KOTO-TO YOI, U 9TO T10-
CJTY:KIJIO TIPUYMHON packosa. [Touemy, 3a 4T0, KTO KOTO —
HEU3BEeCTHO.

— IlocToii, Tl XOYelb cKa3aTh, YTO UMIIEPATOPHI Iie-
penpanch U KTO-TO KOTO-TO TPOXHYs? — Pokep moribl-
TaJICst BHECTH SICHOCTh B CyMOYPHBI paccka3s VpaH.

— UYro-To Bpoze Toro. Korma toapko hopmupoBascs
TPUYMBHUPAT UMIIEPATOPOB, TIPABUTENN CAMHU JI1st ce0sT CO-
31/ Psiji IPABUJI U HEYKOCHUTEJNBHO TOTIMHSIINCH UM
Ha TPOTSKEHUN MHOTHX crosietuit. Korma-to s Bumena
9TU TIPABUJIA U TIOMHIO, KaK MeHs IIOPAa3uJIo OJIHO U3 HUX.
WNmriepaTopbl He UMeJU TTpaBa 3aBO/IUTh CEMbH, MTOKA He
MCTEYEeT UX CPOK MpaBJjieHus. A 3TO HU MHOTO HU MaJio —
ThICSYA JieT. Pa3 B ThICSAUY JIeT POKAAIACH CIeYIONast
TPOiTHsI OJIM3HEI0B, KOTOPHIM Hepe/IaBaiach BJIACTb.

— Hu ¢ura cebe. A ecsi KTO-TO M3 HUX HAXO/UJT CBOTO
n30paHHUILy, 4TO TOTAA? — HWCKpeHHe BoaMyTuics: Po-
Kep. — OH 4TO, IOJKEH ObLI KAaTh Thicsiay JieT?! A oHa-To
corylacHa ObLIa CTOJIBKO KaaTh? Mapasm!

— Bot noatomy mmIiepaTopoB HUKTO HUKOT/IA HE BU-
JIeJT M He 3HAJT, KaK OHU BHITISAAAT. OHU MOTJIN XOJIUTH 110
MUPY, @ MOTJIM TPOCTO CHUJIETh B CBOEM 3aMKe, peliast
IPOOJIEMBI C TOMOIITHIO CBOUX CHJT U BO3MOKHOCTEI. A 110-
TOM POSKIAJTUCh HOBbIe GuinsHelbl. Biacts 1 cua nepea-
Basnch M. Torza crapbie UMIEpaToOpbl UCUe3aIn U MU-
pPOM HAuWHAJ MPABUTHh HOBBI TPUYMBHPAT, HOBbIe Py-
dyc, [Tomok m Hupuasn.

— IT0 ue nosrydaetcsa? — crupocua Pokep. — Y Hux u
nuMeHa ObLITH OJIMHAKOBBIMU ?

— Jla, 4T00bI He OBLIO Ty TAHKIIBI, UMIIEPATOPOB BCETIA
Ha3bIBAJIN TaK JKe, KaK U MePBbIX OpaTheB-OIIM3HEI0B.
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— A OTKy/1a Bce-Taku Gpauch 9TH HOBbIE OJIN3HEI[bI?
HNmmepaTopam ke 3ampeniajoch IMETh CeMbU? — HAKO-
HeIl-To Tojana royoc Jlenka.

— Hewussectro. [IpocTo npoxoausia Teicsya JieT, 1 Bce-
r1a OOBSIBIISIOCH O POKIEHUH HOBOM TPOHM. A BOT OT-
Ky/la OHU B3SJTUCh ¥ KTO UX POJIUTENN — 3TOTO HUKTO HU-
KOT/Ia He 3HaJI, — MoKaJja niaedamMu VpaH.

— A 4TO CcTAJIO C OCTABITUMHUCS JABYMSI IMIIEPATOPAMHU
MocJIe packoJia? — CHOBA TI0JIaJ CBOH TOJI0C AHTOH.

— Yro ¢ HUMU CTaso, TOKE JIOCTOBEPHO HE U3BECTHO.
lF'oBopAT, 4TO 3aMOK Cropes M3-3a TOTO, YTO KPUCTAJLI
OISATh pacHajics Ha Tpu 4acTtu. ViMmmeparopbl 3abpajin
CBOM YaCTU KaMHS U YTV K CBOMM PacaM, CO3/1aB MpaBs-
e POl WM KJIaHBL. Y OOOPOTHEH MPaBSIIUM CTa
knaH Ilosoka, y Beiciiux — pon Hupuana... Hy a y Hus-
X TOSBUJIACHh AuHacTud kKas3el Pydyca. Bot Tak.

— Ilonoxan, UpaH, 94T0-TO B TBOEM pacckase He CXO-
mutcst. Ecaim oH n3 mMnepatopoB yMep, TO Kak OH MOT
co3/IaThb CBOM poj win KjaaH? — 3anan Bonpoc CTy/eHT,
IBITASICh Pa306PATHCS B UCTOPUN HE3HAKOMOTO U 4Y/KOTO
MHUpa.

— ITO TOXKe OfiHa U3 3arajiok. /locToBepHO HEN3BeCT-
HO, KTO M3 UMIIEPATOPOB MOrK0, a KTo ocTtascs KuB. [1o-
CKOJIbKY HUKTO HUKOT/Ia UX B IJ1a3a He BUJIeJI, TO TIPaBUTe-
JIIMU CTaJIn Te, y KOTo Obljia yacTh Kpucrauia. Kak u mo-
yeMy KaMeHb MO K OIpe/leJIEHHOMY YeJIOBEKY, HUKTO
He 3Has. Bosmoskno, Craypyc kak Biambika saaet 60.1b-
e Moero. — U jieBy1rka mocMoTpesia B yroJi, T/ie BCe elle
Jeskan 6e3 cosHaHus ee n30paHuK.

— 3HauuT, KpUcTasul, 4To 66l B pykax Craypyca mo-
cJie YHUUTOKEHUsT OCOOHSIKA AJTeKCHca, — 9TO OJ[HA U3 Ya-
creit Cepana? A mpaBuibHO ToHAN? — yTounnya Camrka.

— Jla, 10 OBLIA YacTh KpHCTajJa, KOTOpas BCETa
TIPUHA/IJIeKANA pace BBICIINX, — OTBeTHIa eMy M paH.

— A OTKy/1a 9TO U3BECTHO?

— Kaxpmas paca nmesia KameHb OTIPe/IeJIEHHOTO T[BETA.
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Boiciime — KpacHbIil, HU3IIME — 3€JIeHbIi, 000POTHH —
cunnii. Korma 6patbst coemunaman kpuctami, Cepiie
crano 4epHbiM. [loyemMy Tak MpOM30IITIO — HUKTO He
3HaJ. A pacckasaTh OBLITIO HEKOMY.

— Tosabko He roBopu, uto 210 Cepziie ObLIO elle U ¢
KPaCHBIMU TTPOKUITKAMU, KaK H...

— Cainka, Tbl, Kak Beer/a, mpaB. OHO GbLI KMEHHO Yep-
HBIM C KPACHBIMU MCKpaMu. TaKknMm ke, Kak 1 KAMHH 3aM-
Ka.

— Kak takoe Bo3M0xHO? — Bo3dmyTujcad CTyeHT.

— He 3narto, 1a 1 HUKTO He 3HaeT. XOTsI, MOKET, UMIIe-
paToOpbI KOT/IA-TO U 3HAIN 00 9TOM, — YJIBIOHYBIIUCH EMY,
OTBETHJIA JIEBYIITKA.

— Kopoue, uTo He 3Ha/IU, TO BCIIOMHUJIH, YTO 3a0bLIH,
TO NpuAyManu. — Pokep BCTaJ CO CBOETO MeCTa, TTOTSTHY.JI-
cs1, pa3aMuHas neun. — Mosg ouepenb HeCTH BaxTy, — OT-
BETHJI OH Ha BOIIPOCUTEIbHBIN B3TJsii Caliku u, O0Jblie
He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, BBITIIE] U3 OAIlHU.

3a pasroBopamu BpeMsl POJIETENI0 OBICTPO, U CHAPY KU
CTaJI0 YK€ COBCEM TEMHO, TOJIBKO SIPKUE GOJIBIIINE 3BE3/IbI
CHISLTTV Ha YePHOM HEOOCKJIOHE.

— Masbunku, a Kak Obl HAM €Ille TyaJeT OpraHu30-
BaTh? — crpocuiia Jlenka. [lorom, Hu Ha KOrO He TS/,
MO/IHAJIACH U TIOTILIA K BBIXOLY BeJiesl 3a PokepoM.

— A 4ro, Tebe KyCTHKHU HYKHBI, KAMYIITKU HE TTO/[XO0-
NAT? — joHeccs Becesiblii Tosioc Pokepa. — Uau, a o 1o-
CTOPOIXKY, €CJIN YTO — 30BH.

— Ilommen TbI.

UpsH nepHysack, ycablias Takol oTBeT noapyru. [1o-
ATOMY, GBICTPO COPBABIIMCH C MeCTa, OHa ToObOekKala 3a
Heil.

— He, Hy u 32 ut0 Tak rpy60? S e 3a Hee mepe;KUBalo,
3a004yCh O Hell, TaK CKa3aTh, — C HEJIOYMEHUEM B TOJIOCE
noskasosajcs Pokep, korga Mpan Bbickounia u3 Galniy u
OCTAHOBMJIACH Y BXO/14, TIBITASICh PACCMOTPETh, Ky/la YIIlIa
HoJIpyra.

25



— W3BunK, Pokep, IPoOCTO OHA el1le He COBCEM a/IallTh-
poBasiach K mepemenam. [loromy 1 Ha B3Bozie HeMHOTO. S 3a
Hell, — KUBHYJIa B CTOPOHY Pa3MbITOTO CUJIYaTa MOAPYTH
Upsn. — Jlenka, MeHs TOIOXKN, — 3aKpUYaja OHA €l B
CIIMHY U TTOOEsKaIa CIIEIOM.

[ornasna ee Mpan y:xe 3a nosoporom. [logpyra crosna,
3aJ[paB TOJIOBY K HeOY, B KOTOPOM TOPEJIM COBCEM He3Ha-
KOMbIe co3Be3/1us1. bblio oueHb TeMHO, HO 9TO JleHke He
Mmerrasio. Ipan xopolio Bujesa BbIpaskeHue ee JInia, Ha-
XMypeHHbIe GPOBHU ¥ KPETKO ckaTbie TyObl. OHa Jibliiaja
MIPEPBIBUCTO, IBHO CIEPKUBASICh, YTOOBI HE 3aKPUYATh.

— Jlenka, TbI 4ero, B camoM-To zgeie? Yrto ¢ Tob6oit? 3a
uyro Ha Pokepa B3besach, 4To OH Tebe TaKOTO CKazan? —
MCKpeHHe BO3MyTHIach VpaH.

— IIpocro Hanoe.

— Jlen, ¢ To60i1 Bce xopomo? Tel BooOIIe Kak cebs
YyyBCTBYelb? — VpaH noneiTanach B3sTh ee 32 PyKY.

— Orcranb, Bce HOpMasbHO. [IpocTo ycrama HeMHO-
ro — u Bce. — Jlenka oTBepHyJiach u otomuwia ot VpaH B
CTOPOHY.

— Hy yx wer. S Tebst caumnkoM Xopoiino 3Hato. YTo
Tebst 6ecriokonT? — I, cXBaTHB ee 3a PyKy, OHa HACUJIBHO
pasBepHyJIa MOAPYTY JHUIOM K cebe. VIpaH yBumesa Juiib
3710CTh U paszpakenue. JleHka BuIepHYyIa PYKY U, pas-
BEPHYBIINCH, TIONJIA AJIbIIIE B TEMHOTY, TTETJISIS MEKITY
YEePHBIX KAMHEN.

Pebsita 04eHb XOPOIIIO CJBINIAIN UX PAa3TOBOP, CH/S B
Garrte, HO, Korja AHTOH COPBAJICS ¢ MeCTa, HaMepeBasiCh
6esxath 3a jieByniKamu, Pokep ObLJI HATOTOBE U TIepexBa-
THJI €70 y CAaMOTO BBIXO/IA.

— Ilyctu MeHst, — OPBIKAJICS MaJbUUINKA B CUJIBHBIX
pyKax zpyra.

— AHTOH, 1Iporiry Tebs, yCITOKONCS U UK CI0/Ia, CAIUCh
pamoM co MHOI. — CTyIEHT TTOXJI0MA PSIOM ¢ cOOOH 110
oJlesTy.

[Tocne Toro kak meBymku ymmu, Carmka mepecesr Ha
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cBOe MecTo, OJIMKe K BBIXOAY, M BCE €llle JIUCTaA KHUTY,
MBITAsICh HANTU B HE OTBETHL.

— Ho tam remno, u pawn ¢ JIeHkoii... — 3aukasich, mpo-
nsHec AHTOH.

— IloBeps, ceiiyac UM Jrydiile Bce BBISICHUTD pa3 M Ha-
BCer/a, MHave TaKk U OCTaHyTCsl HEBbICKa3aHHbIe OOUIBI 1
HermoHnmanue. — Carka CXBaTHII IOIOIIEAIIEero Majb4yi-
Ka 3a PyKy U MOTSHYJI Ha OJ1esJI0.

— Ho... — AnTOH Bce erie cMOTpeJ B CTOPOHY BBIXO/1Q,
B TEMHOTY, IIbITAsICh PA3IJISIZIETh YK€ HeUeTKUE CUIYIThI
JIEBYIIIEK.

— Bce HopMasibHO, MBI 32 HUMU TTPUCMATPUBAEM. A ThI
Ca/INCh, CAJTACh.

AHTOH HepemmTeNbHO TPUOIUBUICST K TIOKPHIBALY
Cry/enTa 1 poOKO TIpHcesT Ha Kpaeliek, BCe ellle He OTPbI-
Bas B3IJISA/IA OT BBIXOJIA.

— Cam, TBI JKe CJBIIIAQN, KaK OHA pasroBapuBaja C
Wpan, — samentan Auton. — Yto ¢ Heit cayunnoch? A ay-
MaJl, OHU TIOJIPYTH.

— Onu ovenb xopormue moapyru. Bmecte ¢ camoro
NIETCTBA, TTO9TOMY, TIOBEPh MHE, CMOTYT BCE PEIIUTbh U
caMu BO BceM pa3bepyTcst, — yroBapuBai ero Carika.

— 41 e nonumaio. Kak mozxno tak? OHa ke cracJja ei
JKU3HD, a JIeHKA...

— BoT mMeHHO, TBI CJIMIIKOM MHOTOTO He TIOHHUMa-
enrb. — Cailika nmorpenan AHTOHa 110 pycoii rosioBe. — Tol
4TO, He y3Has JIeHky?

— Her, a nosixeH ObL1?

— Bumno, ciopToMm ThI He yBJIeKAeNIbCs U COBCEM He

WHTEPECYENTHCS.

— Her, e ouenb. OHa 4TO, Kakas-TO 3HAMEHUTAsI
CIIOPTCMEHKa?

— Buanmb, Kakoil ThI JOTQAJANWBBIN, — 3acMesLICcs

Camika. — A Bot Pokepy npuiiyioch Bce pa3:KeBbIBaThb.
— Jlampsimo-Taku Bce, — oHeccs rosoc Pokepa. — Hy
He cpasy Jorajiajicsi — U 4To? — PoKep CTOsIT CIIMHON K
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BXO/1Y, BIVISI/IBIBASICh B TEMHOTY ¥ CTapasich HE BBHIITYCKATh
NEBYIIEK U3 TT0JIsI 3PEHNUS.

— /la, B 103aIIpOLILIOM IOy OHA BhIUTpaia Y UMOJIIOH-
ckuil Typuup. Tak 4To MHOTHME HaM 3aBULYIOT. — Y BUJIEB
YIMBJIEHHO TOAHSThIE OpoBr AHTOHA, Callika MosICHIIT: —
Mpb1 ynocTonnmuch 4ecTw cClaTb € TaKOW 3HAMEHHUTO-
cTbto. — Pokep XMBIKHYJI B OTBET Ha ero cjoBa. — Pg-
nom, — pobasut Camika. — Ha mosty, — eriie pa3 yTOUHNII
OH. — A ellle OHAa OYeHb U3BECTHBIN TpeHep. U kKakoe-ToO
BpeMst Jlaske Oblia CIIOPTUBHBIM KOMMEHTATOPOM Ha TeJie-
BUJIEHUU.

— M 4r0? — He MOHUMAJ €T0 MaJb4YuK.

— A To,4TO ceiiyac oHa Bce 3T0 TIoTepsiyia. Bee, gero no-
OuJIach, K 4eMy Tak J0JIF0 CTPEMUJIACh, — BCE HTO OHA I10-
Tepsiia 3a OJWH JeHb. KoHeuHo, oHa G0OMTCST HOBOM JKHU3-
HU, OOUTCA He HAlTU B HEll CBOEro MecTa, O0UTC Hen3Be-
CTHOCTH U TOTO, UTO ee K/ieT. BOT Tenepp U cuxyeT, 1 He
3HaeT, Kak eil ObITb.

— A, TOoT/1a TOHATHO, — C JKAJIOCTBIO TPOTSHYJT AHTOH.

[Togpyru ycnenn oTORTU Ha NMPUIUYHOE PACCTOSHUE
ot GamHu, Koraa Vpan Bee-Taku noiiMasa JIEHKyY 3a pyKy,
TeM CaMbIM BBIHY’K/Iasl €€ OCTaHOBUTHCS.

— Hy uro Tebe elie 0T MeHsT HaZl0? — YCTAJIO IPOLIE/ -
sa Jlenka.

— Jlen, naBaii moroBopuM. — VIpaH Kperko jiep:xajia ee
3a PyKy U CMOTpeJia el psiMo B roJryObie Tyiasa. — V3-3a
Yero ThI TaK PACCTPOUTIACH?

— Paccrponnace? Usnesaenbea? — Jlenka maxke 3a-
HIutesa.

— Her, He u3meBafock, pocTo He MOHUMa Tebst. ITOo
YTO, BCE ellle IIIOK OT TOTO, YTO ThI ;KMBA U TellePb BaMITUP?

— ok ?! [la myutie 61 st Toraa ymepaia. — Jlewka ere
pas noibiTangach BbipBaThes U3 pyk Mpan. — Tol ciomana
BCIO MOIO JKM3Hb. Bee, uero s o6mach, Tl yCTUIIA KOTY
TTO/T XBOCT, — 3aKpuyaja OHa.

— JleH, HO TBHI Beb JKMBa U CMOKEITh HA4aTh BCE CHa-
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Yaja, Kak Bce MbL. DTO He TaK CTPAIHO, Kak Tebe KakKeT-
csl, — cTapasicb COXPaHUTDH CIIOKOMCTBHUE, OTBETUJIA el
UpsH.

— Bcee cravana? Cwmemno! Yem s Oyy 3aHUMAThCS B
ATOI HOBOU JKM3HU, KOMY 5T TYT Hy’KHa?

Wpan Bunena, uto noppyra Ha mpezesie. Ee Bcio Koso-
tiso. Ente uyTh-uyTh — M OHa GO paspesercs, OO
packpuumtcst. VIpaH, Kak MOTJIa, CTapaiach JAepsKarhb ceOst
B PyKax.

— Hey:xeJu Tl [yMaelib, 4TO He CMOJKEIb HAlTH cebe
nena?

— Ara, 6y/ly y4uTh BaMITPOB UTPATh B TEHHUC, — Pa3-
JIaJicsi HEPBHBIN CMETITOK.

— Jla mouemy y Tebst Ha yMe ofuH TeHHUC? Beap Ha
CBETE TaK MHOTO ¥ JIPYTHX UHTEPECHBIX BEIIIEI.

— Jla Bce moTOMY, UTO sI HUYero 6oJiblie He yMero, —
TOJIBKO UTPATh B 9TOT CaMbIil TEHHUC. S BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb
TOJIbKO 3TUM U 3aHUMAJIACh, Thl IOHUMaellb? 1 Bcio cBOIO
JKU3HD MIOCBSATUIIA TOJBKO 9TOMY ienny! — JleHke Bce-Taku
yJIaJI0Ch BBIPBATh CBOIO PYKY, 1 OHa oTOeskama or MpaH Ha
HECKOJIBKO T11aroB.

— Ecin npobiiema TOJBKO B 9TOM, — 3J10 OGpocuIia
VpaH B ee CTOPOHY, — TO, YePT BO3bMHU, OY/EIIb YIUTh
BaMITUPOB UTPaTh B TeHHUC. Oprannsyem crieluajbHble
TYPHUPBI CPEIN BaMITUPOB PAa3HBIX CTPaH, /1a Yero YK
TaM — MbI TEMlEPh MOKEM MEKMUPOBON TYPHUP OpPraHu-
30BaTh. B0 ObI Kemanme!

— Tor urto, n3geBaembea? — Jlenka moackoumia K
Wpsn 1 cxBatuia ee 3a miedn. — He iyt Tak co MHOM. —
OHa HakJOHWJIACh K Hell HuXKe, TOUTH KacasiCh JINIA 110-
JPYTH.

— A st v He 1Ty 9y, — TIPOIe/IIJIa Ta CKBO3b 3y0Obl. — Jly-
Maelllb, TOJBKO ThI TYT caMast GeTHasi U HeCYaCTHAs OBeY-
Kka? Eif sKkusHb ciracin, a oHa, BUANTE JIH, He 3HAET, 4TO eil
Tenepb CO BCeM 3TUM jiesiaTh. — VIpaH cTpsixHyJsIa pyKu
nozapyru. B ee rosoce OblTa U yrpo3a, U 3JI0CTh, U 10CA-
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na. — bynemb skuTh fasplie, CTPOUTh HOBBIE TIJIAHBI U
CTPEMUTHCS K HOBBIM BEPIITMHAM.

JleBy1IKku ¢ pasapaskeHneM cCMOTpeJn APYyT Ha ApyTa.
Etile HeMHOTO — 1 MeJKIy HUMU HAaYHYT TPoOerath MOJ-
HUU.

— Kowneuno, Tebe X0po1io ToBopuTh, — Chsi3Buia JIeH-
Ka. — Tl )k y HAC KaK-HUKAK /JOMOI BEPHYJIACH, /1A e1lle 1
crana HeBectoit Biagpiku. Yero Tebe-To TmepesKuBaTh 1
60sThCST?

— Her, oy noyemy 1ol Takas nypa, a? «/lomoii Bepny-
nacb»! — VpaHn 3acMesiiach, HO ee cMeX OBLT 3JIbIM U KO-
smounM. — Beib o yiiia u3 9Toro Mupa TpucTa JieT Ha3a/l.
Jlist Bcex poOAHBIX, OJIM3KUX U APY3eil s TaBHO yMepJia.
Jlutst Menst 9To TaKoM Ke HOBBIM MUP, Kak 1 J1Jid Bac. Bee 3a
3TO BpeMsl U3MEHUJIOCH, KTO-TO YMepP, KTO-TO 3a0bLT 060
MHE, a KOMY-TO BCE PaBHO, €CTh 51 WJIU HET.

— 3ato y Tebst ecTh Tenepb CBOW MPUHI, — He YHUMA-
Jack JIeHKa, HO HAIopa B ee roJioce MoyOaBUIOCh.

— Hy na, xax xe, npunil. CoBceM He TOHUMAEIITb WK
JIMYHbIE aMOUITHY 1 0OM/IbI TIOJTHOCTHIO 3aTMIJIM TBOM pa-
3ymM? OH BCTPETUJI U MOJIOOUI COBCEM FOHYIO JIEBYIIKY.
Mosonyto, Becenylo, 3abaBHyio, 6€33a00THYIO, KOTOpast
HEe/IaBHO 3aKOHUYMJIA aKaJeMHIO U ellle He BCTYIUJIA BO
B3POCJIYIO JKU3Hb. A BEPHYJICS C JKEHIIUHOM, Y KOTOPO
CBOM MHTEPECHI, CBON MBICJIN 11 CBOU JKU3HEHHbIC ITIPUHITN -
nbl. Koropast gosroe Bpems skuiia u obecriedrBaia cebst
caMa W BPSJI JIM TIO3BOJIUT KOMaH10BaTh coboto. Hy, kak
tebe Takoe? $1 cama He 3HAIO, YTO HAC JKJET C OTUM TIPUH-
1eM B JlasibHelieM. Tak 4To npekpaT HeCTH Yylllb U yC-
MOKOHCH yiKe.

— Bor uepr, a st u He ogyMasa 06 3TOM...

VpaH Tak yima B coOOCTBEHHBIE TIEPEKMBAHUST, UTO HE
cpasy 3aMeTHJIa, Kak ObICTPO YCIIOKOUIach JIeHKa.

— Jla tajiHo, mOTIN BOH 32 Te KaMeIKH /1a Oy1eM BO3-
BpallaThesi, a TO pedsita CKOpPO MONAYT HAC UCKATh. —
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VpaH moexuiach M MeJIEHHO moOpesa K OavKalimm
KaMHSIM.

— Upamn, a 9to 161 Oyenb genarh, ecan co Ctacom y
Tebs1 He caoxuTca? BepHembest qomoii? — JleHka 1mia
CJIeJIOM, CTapasiCh HE OTCTaBaTh.

— Ara. Byxny tam nomorath Tebe B OpraHu3aiuu TeH-
HUCHBIX TYPHUPOB cpe/iv BaMnpoB. KcraTu, y Hac u Xo-
pollnii 3HAKOMBII B TIpaB4Ileil BepXylliKe ecTb. Tak uTo
IPOPBEMCS, TTOZIPYTA.

Wpan ocranoBuiach u yiabsiOHynach Jlenke. Bee ato
BpeMsI OHa THajia OT ce0s1 AT MBICJIH, OHA CTapajiach He
JIyMaTh 1 He OTBeYaTh caMoil cebe Ha BOIIpoc: «A 4To Oy-
JIeT, eCJIn...> Y HUX eCTb ellle /iesia, 1 O4eHb BaskHble. BoT
CIIPABSITCS, a TaM U [yMaTh OY/IyT.

— Wpka, npoctu. { neiicTBUTENBHO TOJMHAS Iypa. —
Jlenka o6Hsiia mopyry. — Thl TpaBa, BMeCTe — IIPOPBEM-
cs. /laBaii mepeBepHeM UX MWD BBepX MHOM. Paszronum
BCEX 3arOBOPIIMKOB W TIpejlaTesiell M HAYyYUM WX JKUTh
MO-HaIlleMY.

— 3Jto Kak? — Y Vpan oryersio oT cepiia, Korja oHa
pasrisgena, KakuM aJicKuM OTOHBKOM 3aropeJsiich Tiiasa
MOJIPYTH.

— BeceJio u ¢ necHei.

JIeBYIIKY BO3BPAIIAIICEH B OAITHIO, CMESICh ¥ MOJIIITY-
YuBas IPyT HAJl APYTOM, a TaKKe CTPOs TIJITaHbI 110 3aBOe-
BaHMIO 9TOr0 Mupa. OKOHYATEIBbHO CTpax repej Hen3Be-
CTHOCTBIO He IPOIIesI, HO OTCTYIINJI Ha 3a/IHUH TIJ1aH, 3a-
OWJICST B caMble aTbHIE YTOJIKY pasyma. Koreuno, a1 ro-
PbK¥€e 4yBCTBaA M OOW/IHBIE MBICJIU €IIle He Pa3 BEPHYTCS K
HUM, HO Be/lb OJHAXK/BI JEBYIIKH Y:Ke CIIPABUJINCH C
HUMM, a 3HAYUT, CIPaBATCS CHOBA. Korzia Thl He OIUH U
YyBCTBYEIb MOIEP/KKY JAPYTa, TO PEIIaelib Bee mpodie-
MBI OBICTPO U O€3 CYIECTBEHHBIX TTOTEPb.

— Keraru, Jlenka, a Thl IUTh WM €CTh HE XOUYEITh?
HopmampHoro Bamnupa go/kHA MyIUTh sKaskaa. sKaxkaa

31



kpoBu! — 3y0Bete nporrenTana VpsH, Tagas B mepery-
raHHble U yIUBJIEHHbIE TJIa3a MOAPYTH.

— «/Kaxxma kposus»? He 3naro. [Inth MHe HeMHOTO XO-
4eTcst, — KOHCTaTHPOBAJIa OHa, IIPUCIYITIBASICh K COOCT-
BEHHOMY cocTosiHuio. — [IpocTo mHoTHa Kak-To CTpaHHO
cebs1 UyBCTBYI0, HO KUAThCs HA Ha KOTO He COOUPAIOCh, —
paziocTHO 3aKkoHYMIa JIeHka.

— 3Jro xopomo. Kak npuzem, Hajgo ckaszath sKenbke,
4TOOBI HAIIOWJI TEOS.

— Dy, 5T0, HaBepHOE, TaKas rajloCTh, — CKPUBUJIACH
JIEBYTITKA.

— He ouenb, muTh MOXKHO.

— A o1 yxe poboBana? Korma?

— Jla korma Hac MarucTp MonMal, TOMHUIITB? I MHOTO
CHUJI TOT/Ia TIOTPATHJIA, KOT/Ia IOKa3bIBaJla €My €ro JKU3Hb
U OlIyIeHrs TorybaeHHbIX UM Jogeit. TToatomy Oblia
BbIXKaTa Kak JIMMOH. BoT Torma u muia kposb sKenbku. B
ob1eM, HOpPMaJbHO ToOILIa, o4yt 4Yto <«KposaBas
Mepu», — yibibnynach Vpam.

— He roBopu Tak, MeHS yKe TONTHUTh HAUWMHAET. —
Jlerka OBICTPO 3aKpbLIA POT JIafoHbi0. — [agocTh!

VpsH u 3a6bL1a, uTo JIeHKa TepIieTh He MOKET TOMAT-
HBIH coK. Bce Tax ke mojiyunBasi, 1eByIIKY TOIOIIIN K
Garrae. OHM TaK J0JITO OTCYTCTBOBAJIH, YTO TEIIEPD BO3JIE
Bxojaa yxke aexxypusa Crynent. OH cujesl Ha KaKOM-TO
KaMHe, 00JIOKOTUBIIICH CIIMHOI 0 CTeHY OallIHU, U JIMCTa
KHUTY UMIIEPATOPOB.

— Bce emme mpitaentbes ee MOHATH? — CIIPOCUJIA Y HETO
Upsn.

— Jla Bpojie 6bI YMOM MOHMMAIO, YTO HE CMOTY, HO B
Jyliie Bce ellle TerJanuTed HajJiek/1a Ha yaady. A BApyT 5 Ta-
KOl YMHBIN U pasrajiaio 9Ty TaiiHy?

Wpan 3acMesiach:

— Jla, Hagmexxia ymupaer nocsenneit. Mosxker, Korjua
Craypyc IIPOCHETCS, CMOXKET XOTh 4eM-TO Tebe I10-
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Mo4b. — VpaH y:ke Bomta B GaIrHio, KOrAa yCJbIiaia
cyioBa Jlenku:

— Yro, TBOSI OU€epeh NeKypUTh mpuiiia? MoKHO s ¢
TOOOI HEMHOTO TIOCHIKY ?

— Jla He mepeskuBaii Tol Tak. Pokep He 06umaunsbiii. OH
ysKe 1 3a0bLI1, 4TO ThI €10 TIOCIaIa.

B remuoTe ObL10 He BUIHO, Kak Jlenka nokpacHesa. Eii
OBIJIO CTBIZIHO TIEpe/l STUMU JIIOIbMU, KOTOPBIE BCETO 3a
OJIVH JIeHb CTajii ee OGJIU3KUMU JPY3bsME. Y Hee GbLIO
CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO poJIcTBa ¢ HuMu. KoHeuHo, eii ceituac
MPOCTO Y;KaCHO 3ax0Tesioch 1 CTyzieHTa ocIaTh 1o u3Be-
CTHOMY aJIpecy, HO OHA TOHMMAJIa, YTO HTO ee HaKa3aHue,
pacruiaTa 3a To, 4To OHa obuzena ero apyra. Her, atu pe-
6sita TOUHO TOJTyOBIE. JIEHKA /Taske TIPHIILY PUTACh, PA3TJIs-
JIBIBAST 3AMEPIIIETO Tepei Hell MapHs.

CuioBHO B oTBeT Ha ee Mbicsi CTYJIEHT PACCMEsLIICS 1
OTBETHUL:

— Her, Jlenka, to1 HeucnipaBuma. Mau yixe, [lepiok
XoJmMc.

«/HTepecHo, U Kak OH JIOTa/laJIicsI?» — HeoyMeBaJia
JIeBYTIIKA.

— XBaruT yxe 6OJTaTh, aBaiite crarh, — JOHECTIOCH
u3 TyOuHbBl OaliHu HeIoBOJIbHOE Oypuanume Poxepa.
Jlenka kak-To cxxanach Bcs, U Toabko Carrka cMOT pac-
CJIBIIIATH B TOJIOCE JIPyTa BeCeJible HOTKU.

JleBymika riyOOKO B3IOXHYJIA, ITOCTAapajach B3SITh
ceOs B PyKH 1, HaGPaBIIHCh CMEJIOCTH MU HATJIOCTH, BO-
1nTa B TeMHyto Oanraio. OHa Beeria oTBedasia 3a CBOU 1Mo-
CTYIKH U CJIOBA, U CefYac HACTYMUJ UMEHHO TaKOil MO-
MeHT. BrisipiBasich B TeMHOTY, OHa 6e3 1pobJieM yBuje-
J1a, T/Ie 1eKuT PoKep, 1, 0CTOPOKHO cTyTast, 60sICh Ha KO-
ro-HUOyb HEHAPOKOM HACTYIHUTh, MOJOILIA K €ro
oztesiity. Pokep He cras u3zieBaTbCd HaJl JIEBYIIKOH, 10-
BEPHYJICS K Hell U cepPhe3HO TIOCMOTPEJ €l B I1a3a.

— Jlenka, Mbl Bce B OJIHO¥ YIIPSIKKE, 1 TIOBEPb, TTOKU-
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HYTb €€ ThI CMOJKEIITb TOJTbKO B OTHOM CJIydae, — olepe-
JTWJT OH ee.

— B xakom? — noneccs Tuxuii rooc AHTOHA U3 Y-
roro KOHI[a OaIrHu.

— Tonbko B cayyae cmepTu. Beem nousitHo?

— Ara. — Jlenka cMorjia TOJbKO KUBHYTh W, pa3Bep-
HYBIIIKCB, ITOIILJIa K CBOEMY MECTY, C yIUBJIEHHEM OOHapY-
KB psgioM Topria u Xupo.

«He 6oiics, Bce Gyer Xopoiio, U Mbl Beeria Tebe 1mo-
MosKkeM U ojazep:kum. IIpaBunabHo ckazan Pokep, MbI Te-
nepb BMecTe», — 3a3Byydals B roJiose Jlenku roJioc [opiia.

JleByIKa yJablOHYIach €My, a TIOTOM BCe JKe ITOBEPHY-
sack Kk Pokepy, KOTOPBIN MPOI0JKAT CMOTPETh Ha Hee. U
Ky/la JIeJicsl €T0 TIPUAYPKOBATBIN M HEMHOTO TYTIOBATBIM
Buz? Ona Buzea nepez coboii cepbesHbie Iiasa B3POCo-
ro My;kunHbI. JIeHKa CryIoTHYJIA U, OITyCTUB TOJIOBY, BCE
JKe TIPOU3HeCIa:

— IIpoctu, Pokep. U BbI Bce mpocTuTe MEHH 32 MOE T10-
BeJleHUE U HeC/IeP:KaHHOCTb.

— Bce, cniatp, a TO ecsiu g celiyac BCTaHy, MecTa MaJjio
Oyner BceM. — JKeHbKa cTajl IPUITOIHUMATHCSI CO CBOETO
onesa.

— IIpgubca kro moxer. — VI Pokep ykpblics ¢ T0J10-
BOI1, HO ycIIe/1 YIBIOHYThCST U OAMUTHYTH JleHke. Y Hee
CTaJIo JIETKO Ha cep/ile U B aytie. U mpasaa, 9ero aTo oHa?
Eciin ecMoriia 4ero-to g106UThCs B 9TOI KU3HU OJIMH Pas,
TO CMOXKET M BTOPOH. [JlaBHOE — 3aX0TeTh, a OHA OYEHb
XOYer.





